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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/476,385 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3694 

Response to Applicants' Communication 

The amendment filed on 03/07/07 is not fully responsive to the prior Office action 
because of the following matter: (1) The newly submitted abstract of the disclosure does 
not commence on a separate sheet in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new 
abstract of the disclosure is required and must be presented on a separate sheet, apart 
from any other text and (2) Claims 1-31 were presented with the substitute specification 
without claim identifiers and claims 1-45 were cancelled on the "Listing of Claims" page. 
Claims 46-68 and 93-1 17 were presently pending in the application. It is unclear what 
claims are pending in the application after the last submission of a Substitute 
Specification and claim numbers. Applicants' are respectfully requested to resubmit a 
substitute specification and corrected claims with claim identifiers and an abstract in 
compliance with the present amendment practice (37 CFR 1.121). 

Please see the attached document with this communication regarding 
amendment practice. 

Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, Applicant is given a 
time period of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this 
notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the correction in order to avoid 
abandonment. Extensions of this time period maybe granted under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

This action is NON-FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Ella Colbert whose telephone 
number is 571-272-6741. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, 5:30AM-3:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

May 24, 2007 
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SUBJECT: Revised Amendment Practice Final Rule Effective July 30, 2003 

All a mendments filed on or after the effective date noted above mast comply with revised 37 CFR 1.121. 
See Final Rule: Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application 
Records (68 Fed Reg. 3861 1 (June 30, 2003)), posted on the Office's website at: 
htto^Ayww.nspfo with related information. The flmftn^m^f practice S ft 

forth in revised 37 CFR L 121, and described below, replaces the voluntary revised flm^frnfnt format 
available to applicants since February 2003. The Office will notify applicants of preliminary and non- 
final am en dments flat are not accepted because they do not conyiy with revised 37 CFR 1.121 via a 
Notice of NOThCompKant Amendment See MPEP 714.03 (Rev. 1, Feb. 2003). After-final At^^to 
will be treated by examiners in advisory actions. The non-compliant sections) of the *™ftndmmt will 
have to be corrected and die entire corrected sections) resubmitted within a set period 

The revised amendment practice is essentially flic same a« fh* amon*™^ r^rtifr that the Office get 
firihin AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT NOW PERMUTED, 1267 Off. Gaz. Pat Office 106 
(February 25, 2003) with some exceptions summarized here. The revised amendment practice, as 
distinguished than the voluntary revised amendment fonnat, now: (1) requires the use of seven d* ™ 
status identifiers (formerly eleven) including new identifiers "previously presented" and "hot entered," (2) 
requires the inclusion of text for "withdrawn" claims and the exclusion of text for "not entered" claims in 
the complete listing of all claims, (3) mandates use of underlining and strikethrough for indicating 
changes to the specification andter claims, (4) permits use of double brackets for flic deletion of five or 
fewer diameters or difficult to perceive text, and (5) provides for applicant's submission of; or examiner s 
requirement for, annotated drawing sheets in addition to the required replacement drawing sheets. 

Amen dme nt s filed prior to July 30, 2003 in compliance with the previous version of 37 CFR 1.121 or the 
revised version promulgated in the Notice of Final Rule Making 68 Fed, fey. 3861 ^ (June 30, 2003) wffl 
be accepted New informational flyers are being inserted with each out-going Office Action mailed during 
theperiod of June 2003 to August 2003. The flyer instructs applicants in die procedures to be used to 
comply with the revised practice for amendments to the claims, specification, and drawings. A copy of 
the flyer is included herewith for your Information. 

Further Assistance: Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to flie revised 
practice should be directed to Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA) Legal Advisors, Elizabeth 
Dougherty ffilmbetkDoudiertvrghKpt<i^vV Gena Jones ffiugenia.Jones@uspto.pav^ or JoeNarcavage 
(jQsep^N^pavaRe(S}usptQ.Rcyv ). Alternately, you may send e-mail to DatartnracticerShifipto ^ the OPT A 
e-mail address that has been established for receiving queries and questions about patent practice and 
procedures or telephone OPLA at 703305.1616. 



Attachment: Flyer - Revised Amendment Practice: 37 CFR L121 Changed (Sep. 3, 7/24/03) 



REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date; July 30, 2003 



All amend m ents filed on ox after the effective date noted above most comply wifli revised 37 CFR 1.121. See Final 
Rule: Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed. Reg. 
3861 1 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office's website at htto:/Avw.u^o ^v/weVpgtei^ifiv/ 
with related information. The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR 1 . 121, and described below, replaces 
the voluntary revise d amendme nt format available to applicants since February 2003. NOTE: STRICT 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE (July 
30, 2003). The Office will notify applicants of a mendm e nt s that are not accepted because they do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR 1.121 via a Notice of NoaCcanphant Amendment See MPEP 714.03 (Rev. 1, Feb. 2003). The non- 
compliant sectors) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected section(s) resubmitted within a set period. 

fiold underlined italic font has been used below to highlight th e malor differences between the revised 37 CFK 

M21 and the voluntary revised amendment format that applicants could use since February. 2003. 

Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has not changed. 

REVISED AM ENDMENT TP AHtrp, 

I. Begin each section o f an amendment document on a separate sheet- 
Each section of an amendment document fog.. Specification Amendment^ n»im a™™.,*™^ TWnmng 
Amnidments . and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet Starting each separate section on a new page will 
feohtate me process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
image file wrapper. r 

II. Two versions of ame nded nartfrt no longer required; 

37 CFR 1-121 has been revised to no longer require two versions (a clean version and a marked up version) of 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the requirements for a dean 
version and a marked up version for substitute snedfieatinn^ under 37 CFR 1.12S have been retained. 

Ai Amendments tn frh» rlalm«» 

Each amendment document that includes, a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
claim, must include a complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number in the listing, the 
status must be indicated in a paraimeticd expression, and tta 

smm changes) must be presented The claims in the listing will replace all prior claims in the application, 

(1) The anrent status of all of the claims in the application, inchidmg any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parenthetical expression following the claim number using only one of - 
fte following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
frevfusty presented} and (not entered). The text of all pending claims, including withdrawn ^ J. ™<* 
be submitted each time any claim is amended Canceled and not enter eA claims must be indicated by only 
me cl a im numb er and status, without p resen ti ng the tent af the ri«im« 

(2) The text of afl claims being currently amended must be presented in the claim listing with markings to indicate 
ttechang«matliavebeenmadeTdatrvetohtt The changes in any amended claim 
must be shown by undaKning (for added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: (1) 
Ta r deletion of five characters or fewer, double brackets mav b e vsedfe.tr.. fferoorllh *ndf2\ if 

amnot *« WW perceived fe.P.. deletion of the nu mber «4»or rerta^ vunctuadon niartei. 
double brackets must be used fe.g.. ffJlll A* an alternative to using double brackets, however, extra 
portions of text may be included before and afier text h,ln„ M**A „;/ strttehnuZfLvZoJ h» 
including and underlining the exlr a text with the des ired change fe.tr.. m*»ke~U» nlr ^berlJalL , An 
acconmanying clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently 
amended," and "withdrawn" that are being amended, may include markings. • currently 

(3) The text ofpending claims not being curr ently amended including withdrawn rlahn^ w i.. --^h m 
the cLum hstmg in clean version, i. e ., without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 
cens^e an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the hnmediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims 
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(4) A claimbeing canceled must be listed in the claim listing with the status identifier "canceled"; the text of the 
claim must not be presented Providing an instnicticHi to cancel is optional 

(5) Any claims added by amendment must be presented in 4c claim listing with the status identifier "(new)"; the 
text of die claim must sot be underlined 

(6) AH of die claims in the claim listing must be presented in ascending nume^ Consecutive canceled, 
or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Claims 1-5 (canceled)). 

Example of listing of claims fuse of the word "claim" before the claim number is optional!: 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): A handle comprising an elongated wire. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The handle of claim 7 further comprising a plastic grip. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a geen blue handle. 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 9 wherein the handle is made of wool 

Claim 11 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (not entered) 

Claim 1 3 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

Amendments to thp specification: 
Amendments to the specification, including the abstract, mast be made by presenting a replacement paragraphed 
section or abstract marked up to show changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying dean 
version is not required and should not be presented Newly added paragraphs or sections, inducting a new abstract 
(instead of a replacement abstract), must not be underlined A replacement or new abstract must be submitted on a 
separate sheet 37 CFR 1.72. If a substitute specification is bong submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, 
bofli a dean version (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per 37 CFR L 125. 

The changes in any replacement parage or sections 

added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: (1) fig deletion of five r hnrn* ^ or fewer. 
fouble brockets may be used tea, fferoorm: and f2\ ifst r ikeArouvh cannot be easily perceived fa*, deletion nf 
thenumber 4»OTcertatopun&adonm As an alternative to 

T^l^ ^ ra ^!^^ % **** p*"*™ oftex$ m<ry be ****** before md ^ text hein * *** fa 

ftrikethrouirh, followed bv indudinz and underlining the extra text nth the desired change (eg., number 4 as 
number 14 as) 

O Amendments to drawi ng figures; 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures winch incorporate flic desired changes and which 
con^fy^37CFR1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented either in the drawing amendments, 
orremarig, section of the amendment and mav be acc o mpanied bv a marked-un cam of one or more oftheflpures 
being amended, with annotation*. Any replacement drawing sheet must be Identified in the ton marvin as 

Replacement Sheet" and include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet; even 
though only one figure may be amended Any marked-up (annotated* to rn, showtn* changes must be labeled 

Annotated Marked-up Drawings" and accompany the renlarement sheet in the amendment (e. p.. as an annmdM 

?8ure or figure number of the amended drawings) must not be labeled as •Wended." If the changes to the 
drawing figures) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant win be notified of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. No former drawing submission will be required, unless applicant is notified. 

Questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set form in this flyer should be 
ducted to: Bhzabeth Dougherty or Gena Jones, Legal Advisors, or Joe Narcavage, Senior Special Projects Examiner, 
Office of Patent Legal Administration, by e-mail to patentoracricaangpfn m «• by phone at (703) 305-1616. 
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